2io     THE MEMOIRS OF THE BARON DE MARBOT
prince owed his safety and his rise in rank to the courage of his wife.
Young as I was at that time, I formed the opinion that in reducing the number of the petty German principalities Napoleon made a great mistake.  As a matter of fact, in the old wars with France the eight hundred princes of the German body could not act together,    Some furnished only a company, some a section, several half a soldier, so that the union of the various contingents formed an army entirely incapable of concerted action and liable to disband at the first reverse.    But when Napoleon had reduced the number of states to' thirty-two, there was  a beginning of centralisation for the  forces of Germany.    The  sovereigns who had   been retained with augmented power formed well-organised little armies.    This was the end at which the Emperor aimed, in the hope of thus employing to his own profit all the military resources of the country; and, indeed, so long as we were prosperous, he obtained his end.    But with our first check the thirty-two sovereigns came to an understanding, and combined against France.    In   coalition   with   Russia   they   overthrew   the Emperor Napoleon, who was thus punished for deserting the ancient policy of the French kings.
We passed part of the winter at Darmstadt in gaieties of all kinds. The grand ducal troops were commanded by a general of much merit, Von Stoch. He had a son of my own age, a lieutenant in the guards—a delightful young man, with whom I became very intimate, and of whom I shall have more to say. We were only ten leagues from Frankfort, still a free town, and very wealthy; from of old the nest of all the intrigues against France, and the source of all the false news circulated in Germany to our injury. Accordingly, on the day after the battle of Austerlitz, when a report had got about that a battle had been fought of which the result was not yet known, the Frankforters were certain that the Russians had won; several newspapers went so far in their hatred as to say that our army had suffered to the extent that not a Frenchman had escaped. The Emperor, who got reports of everything, took no notice, until, foreseeing.                                                                                                P poor fellow could not help himself, having got a bullet through his thigh, and his blood had stained the ice floe which supported him. It was a horrible sight. Seeing a numerous staff surrounded by guards, the man judged thatuld swim. Men and horses struggled in the
